BSNA 16th Annual Convention Report

Phoenix, AZ

3-5 September 2011

September 3: BSNA Council Business Meeting

It was attended by President Dr. Om Sharma, Executive Vice President Mr. Bharat Mohla, BOT Chair Mr. Mahindra Mira, LA and Phoenix Chapter Presidents Mr. Ajoy Dube and Mr. Munnu Bajapai, Dr. Akkaraju Sarma, Dr. Shri Kant Mishra, Dr. Shiva Bajpai, Mr. Vijay Bhargava, Mrs. Anjana Bhargava, 2011 Annual Convention Committee members, and others.

The need for pastoral services for Hindus in hospitals was discussed. Presently such services do not exist for Hindus. It was decided that BSNA should develop a program to train volunteers who can provide this service to the Hindu community. Mr. Mahendra Misra and Dr. Akkaraju Sarma will head the program; will work on developing and implementing the program.

To promote youth group’s interest in BSNA activities a committee consisting of Mr. Bharat Mohla, Mr. Ajoy Dube, and Mr. Vijay Bhargava was constituted. This committee will reach out to youths and will work on developing programs to enhance the youth’s participation in different activities. Activities eventually will be developed and managed by youths for youths.
BSNA chapters need to become active and help promoting BSNA objectives to their local community. Each chapter president and local leaders such as BOT members and other senior leaders from that area should work on these efforts.
Mr. Vijaya Bhargava, Web Site Manager, will lead the efforts on developing downloadable files, CDs, DVDs for educational purposes. BSNA would seek help from internal and external experts to develop such educational program and make them available on its Web Site. 
September 4: Main Convention
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In the morning there were two Yoga sessions conducted by Mr. Rajesh Kapoor and Yogi Ramesh Pandey. The main program started with a minute’s silence in memory of Dr. Suresh Tiwari, an ardent supporter of BSNA and past BOT Chair who passed away early this year. A minute’s silence was also observed in memory of 9/11 victims. The program started with lighting lamp and chanting Vedic mantras followed by welcome addresses by Phoenix chapter president Mr. Munnu Bajpai, BSNA president Dr. Om Sharma, and BOT Chair Mr. Mahendra Misra.

Dr. Om Sharma spoke on the relevance of Brahman organizations and associating with one. He emphasized the need of selfless service to bring awareness of Vedic Sanskriti and Sanatan Dharma for which BSNA could be used as a platform. He said that Brahmans should take the responsibility of preserving and propagating Vedic culture, and invited all to join hands with BSNA in this yagya (movement). He outlined a number of measures that could be helpful in promoting Vedic culture. He reiterated the role of youths in BSNA.
BOT Chair Mr. Mahendra Misra stressed the need to pass on the Vedic values to the second generation and how BSNA can help in it.  Dr. Azad Kaushik, President WBF Canada, delivered the keynote address.  He narrated his experiences of coming to Canada as a young student from India where he was educated in private English schools and being treated with respect by his professors simply because he was a Brahman. At that point in his life he did not know much about Brahmanism or Hinduism. The incidents made him start his quest for knowledge about Hinduism and Brahmanism. He made a fascinating presentation about Brahmanical Values that will Empower Youths in 21st Century. Dr. Shiva Bajpai gave an informative talk on Sat-Chit-Anand (Reality, Consciousness, and Bliss; A unique Perspective of Brahman the Absolute).

Mr. Uttam Tiwari, Secretary General, Brahman Samaj of India, talked about Brahman Values. Dr. Akkaraju Sarma in his talk stressed the need to appeal to Multilingual Members. Mrs. Kameshwari Devi narrated her experiences in US when she came here in early seventies.  

Dr. Shrikant Mishra made a presentation about Aryuveda and Heart disease. Aryuveda is not yet accepted as an alternate treatment in US. Being Indian is an additional risk factor for heart disease since our arteries are narrower than those of Caucasians. BMI (Body Mass Index) is not a good indicator for Indians. He recommended exercise, diet control, and maintaining proper weight to lower risk of heart disease. 

Mr. Ram Kumar Shukla, Mr. Subhash Tiwari, Mr. Uttam Tiwari, and other Brahman Leaders from India updated about their activities in India. Mr. Uttam Tiwari informed that Brahman Samaj of India will be building a Brahman Center in Delhi where BSNA members visiting India could stay. 

September 5: General Body Meeting
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In the morning there were again two Yoga Sessions.

During the General Body meeting President Dr. Om Sharma informed about various BSNA activities. He also read the messages from Shri R. D. Dixit, President Brahman Samaj of India, Shri Mange Ram Sharma, President WBF India, and other Brahman Leaders. In the absence of Treasurer, Dr. Om Sharma presented the Treasurer’s report. There was a question/answer session followed by Award Ceremony and Vote of thanks. The next convention will be held in LA area. Mr. Ajoy Dube, LA Chapter President, Dr. Shrikant Mishra, Dr. Shiva Baja, and Raga Misra will work on it. More details about it will follow later.

The details of talks by different speakers will be published on the BSNA Web Site and in BB later.

September 3rd and 4th Evenings were filled with entertainment programs such as singing, skits, poems (Kavi Sammelan), etc activities organized by Jahnvi Mehta. A large number of attendees participated in entertaining the audience. Yogi Ramesh Pandey entertained the audience with his act about Michael Jackson. Many from Indian delegation read their poems.

Mr. Kulbhushan Chibber oversaw all the arrangements of delicious food and snacks throughout the convention. Mr. Sudeep Mehata did an excellent job as MC.  

Thanks to Mr. Munnu Bajpai, Phoenix Chapter President, and his entire team for working hard in making the convention a great success. 

