        Speech by BSNA President Dr. OM Sharma
At the 16th BSNA Annual Convention, Phoenix, 2011
Good morning! Namaskar!
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BSNA Family, respected guests from India, WBF Canada President, Dr. Azad Kaushik, 
Chairman of Board of Trustees, Shri Mahendra Misra, Past Chairman of the Board of Trustees,   

Dr. Shrikant Mishra, Past President, Shri Purushottam Sharma, and Friends,                                                    
it gives me immense pleasure to welcome you all this morning here in Phoenix,
AZ to celebrate the 16th Annual Convention of BSNA.                                                                            
Congratulations to the organizing committee for doing such a wonderful job. 
I would like to start my message with BSNA’s objectives and goal. In simplified words --

BSNA is Service to All and Disservice to None, Our Goal is to Serve Humanity

Often question arises from various corners regarding why “Brahman” organization? For example yesterday we heard this here. I would like to reiterate here that BSNA is not a caste based but a value (Karma) based organization. I am going to address it in detail a bit later.
BSNA is a platform that provides us opportunity to serve our community and humanity in general.  One can enjoy being a part of BSNA only if he/she is joining the organization with the objective of serving the community through this platform (BSNA) rather than expecting what BSNA can do for him/her. Of course, there are intangible gains such as immediate gratification in helping the community, and in the long term you are influencing individuals, society and the whole world with Vedic culture and Sanskriti. The question sometimes arises: Why is Vedic culture important to the world? Vedic culture, Sanatan Dharma or Hinduism is an eternal nature of the universal soul, a comprehensive outlook on life, and a complete philosophy. Vedic culture encompasses almost all aspects of life such as i) spirituality and philosophy (or knowledge and experience); ii) religion and rituals (or practice and procedures); and iii) arts and culture (or expression of developed internal qualities). Many social advancements, scientific observations, religious customs, and spiritual philosophies can be traced back to Vedic culture. Indeed, it offers the loftiest and most complete spiritual understanding found anywhere. The Vedic path offers personal freedom (or spiritual democracy) for one to make his/her own choice of how he/she wants to pursue their spiritual approach, and what level of the Absolute Truth he or she wishes to understand. The Vedic system is a path that upholds a code of conduct which values peace, happiness and justice for all.

I believe this is our responsibility to preserve and propagate Vedic values among communities aligned with the mission of BSNA. This is a forum to promote our cultural values, Vedic knowledge, and discuss current challenges that our community and children are facing. The diversity of social and cultural environment that we live in today is truly reflective of our heritage. In order to assimilate with the prevalent society and culture, and be successful it is important to bring awareness about our values and culture to the entire community in effective ways. We should be open to adopt certain values without compromising our identity. If we want to remain free to practice our values, Vedic sanskaars, knowledge and culture it is important to communicate our strengths, culture and values to the main stream society.

Such an ambitious but urgently needed movement can only be initiated and sustained with the support of those who believe in this philosophy. In my opinion Brahmans must play a major role in upholding Vedic values and hence supporting this yagna (movement) to awaken humanity. I invite you all to join hands with BSNA to accomplish this goal.

The most important component of the group is our youth who have the responsibility to learn Vedic culture so they can pass on these values to their children. 

Nothing can do it better than belonging to an organization that protects, promotes and educates on righteous values, and peaceful culture. In the times of disintegration and disunity, when human values are eroding, ignorance is increasing, peace is disturbed, it is very important that we show the path of peace, and unity via demonstrating and practicing our cultural heritage. Also organization is a vehicle that can provide collective voice to raise issues related to the welfare of our community. For these as well as various other reasons it is important to be a part of an organization. 

I propose the following actions that could be helpful in promoting Vedic culture:

· Community and temple leaders need appropriate training in Vedic knowledge and organizational skills

· Communities need to become culturally united as a large Hindu family

· Programs that go beyond regional distinctions and bring people together in a way that focuses on their unity in Vedic heritage should be developed

·  Programs to provide exposure to the depths of Vedic philosophy that will attract anyone who is really searching for the means to perceive their spiritual identity should be developed

· Hindus should participate in Vedic "samskara" ceremonies. These ceremonies  or practices mark various stages of life in connection with the Vedic purpose of making spiritual progress

· Parents must be educated in the importance of Vedic knowledge in order to be able to pass this along to their children

· Wealthy, resourceful, educated and knowledgeable Hindus should take responsibility to protect Vedic culture

· We all need to become ambassadors of Vedic culture

· The Vedic culture has to be taken outside the temples to the people and congregations
· The global Vedic community should be welcoming those who are from outside of the Vedic tradition, and wish to join and participate in Vedic ways. 
Together we need to work on certain much needed projects to uplift Brahmans such as the education of Brahmans here as well as in India, networking for jobs to our youths and political support for Brahman causes, etc. I invite the influential industrialists, politicians, respected educators and dharm gurus to support these objectives and hence uplift society in general. BSNA needs your conviction to follow the Brahman tradition of serving society in a selfless manner.

I invite you to come up with your suggestions and ideas and forward them to me or any of the Executive Committee/BOT members.

We are committed to help Brahmans worldwide through International bodies.

My special appreciations to the entire organizing committee under the leadership of Shri Munnu Bajpai ji, Arizona Chapter, Executive Committee, Mr. Bharat Mohla and Mr. Pardeep Sharma, BOT Chairman, Shri Mahendra Misra ji and Chief Editor of Brahma Vani, Mrs. Anju Bhargava, and Mr. Vijay Bhargava to accept this challenge and make this convention a memorable event.

Please enjoy the opportunity to learn, network, develop new relationship or strengthen your existing relationships. There will be plenty of entertainment.
Thank you.

